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Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction 

Dr. Fatima Morrell, Assistant Superintendent 
Our Vision: Through a commitment to equity and excellence, all students will receive a rigorous instructional  program which 
prepares them to compete successfully, and contribute  responsibly in a global society. 
  
Theory of Action: If we cultivate a culture and environment that fully supports collaboration,  shared responsibility, and 
continuous  improvement that is focused on elevating instruction and best practices in all disciplines, then we will strengthen 
teaching/learning, share accountability, and promote academic success for all students in all content areas in meaningful ways. 
 

Assistant Superintendent  Highlights 
 

Infusing Latino History and Culture into the Curriculum 
November is a great month to consider the valuable contributions of Latino Americans to American History                
and Culture, as this is the month when we pay tribute to Native Americans and indigenous people in the                   
Americas who also comprise the ancestry of most Latin American citizens. I have always been intrigued by                 
the ancient Mayan, Aztec, and Incan contributions to mathematics, medicine, agriculture and science, as              
well as Taino contributions to organized society, including their building of large oceangoing canoes and               
their extensive uses of plants for medicinal and warfare purposes. On the island of Puerto Rico, the Taíno                  
made exquisite pottery, and carved enigmatic images from wood, stone, shell and bone(Wikipedia) and              
enjoyed a highly organized society.. Infusing Latino history and culture into the curriculum can be easily                
facilitated if we are willing to bring in readily available resources that can be found in the “Our Story”                   
Curriculum on Schoology, and through a myriad of other resources readily available via technology and               
research.  
 
There is a great story to be told about the decline of these great, ancient civilizations. Within this true history                    
we realize quickly that Christopher Columbus and other conquerors never discovered America, rather land              
was taken from Native Americans and there was a rapid decline of the Taino, Aztec, and other indigenous                  
populations in much of mesoamerica after historic encounters with european explorers. This is the true               
history that we can treat in our daily lessons that have been systematically left out of most of our history                    
books and State Standards. Therefore, it is incumbent upon us to re-teach our Latino students in a manner                  
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that is culturally inclusive and speaks to the historical contributions of Latino ancestors so that they know                 
and understand their greatness and how they are a major part of the fabric of our United States history and                    
culture today. 
 
Mesoamerican history in general is a great starting point for infusing Latin American history and culture into                 
our Social Studies, Science, Math and English language Arts lessons. Great classroom discussions and              
projects utilizing technology and curriculum resources from Tulane University’s Center for Latin American             
studies, the Hispanic Heritage History Project Digital Collection, and the library media center in your school,                
all of which include a plethora of resources on ancient and contemporary Latin American history and culture,                 
and are readily available for use. The Hispanic Heritage History Project’s digital collection is especially useful                
for studying and teaching about local Puerto Rican history and culture,           
and major historical figures and their work in Buffalo. “This project is a             
strategy for engaging the community in the collection of historical data and            
artifacts, current events, and plans for the future. The project is being            
sponsored by the Hispanic Heritage Council, of Western New York, Inc. in            
partnership with the University at Buffalo, Buffalo Erie County Public          
Library and the Buffalo & Erie County Historical Society. This endeavor is            
designed to tell the story of the past, present, and future of the Hispanic              
community in Western New York” (Source: Hispanic Heritage Council of WNY,           
website).   http://omeka.buffalolib.org/ 
 
In any study of Latin American history and culture, we must include            
lessons on those unsung heroes and heroines who have fought for social justice and paved the way for civil                   
liberties and freedoms that we all enjoy today. A few that come to mind and can be highlighted in any                    
classroom are: Gloria Anzaldứa, a feminist and a teacher who fought against racial segregation and wrote                
one of the first books that placed women of color at the center of the feminist movement; Cesar Chavez who                    
was instrumental in securing union rights for migrant farm workers; author, Sandra Cisneros, whose work               
explores the lives of the working class and serves as a catalyst around latino culture and identity, her book                   
The House on Mango Street, has sold 6 million copies worldwide; and Joan Baez, who uses her music to                   
create social change, equity, and justice, just to name a few. The listing of famous Latin Americans who                  
have made valuable contributions to American history and culture are countless. These are a few of the                 
Latino community builders whose contributions and fight for social justice demonstrate stories of sacrifice              
and courage  that all students should be exposed to on a frequent basis in our classrooms. 
 
With the recent natural disaster in Puerto Rico, and so many cultural institutions and norms being negatively,                 
impacted in this United States territory, we in CAI believe this would be an opportune time to seriously                  
consider how we develop an inclusive curriculum that is culturally relevant to our Latino students who make                 
up approximately 20 percent of our student population. Additionally, students will need opportunities and              
safe spaces to discuss the aftermath of the hurricane and to develop healthy ways to discuss fears or                  
concerns related to the disaster. This can be done through developing projects and opportunities for helping                
students to connect with the people in Puerto rico who have been negatively affected, especially for those                 
students who may have family members or extended family and friends who have been impacted by the                 
disaster. The best way to support students who may have feelings of anxiety is to ensure that students have                   
opportunities to discuss their concerns in a non-threatening, safe environment, with caring and nurturing              
adults. Students can also be supported by developing opportunities to discuss the issues and to collect                
needed items to send to Puerto Rico, or create a fund drive to make a monetary donation, or some other                    
community project that will have a direct impact on those affected by the disaster. There are currently many                  
ways to include students in supporting Puerto Rico at this difficult time by partnering with various local relief                  
efforts and organizations. These actions help, and teach valuable lessons of humanity and inclusion. 
Thank you, 
Dr. Morrell 

 

http://omeka.buffalolib.org/
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Here’s What’s New in Mathematics… 
·Pacing Guides to support Administrative APPR visits and to         
guide teacher pacing. The Pacing Guides were created based on          
the NYS modules. They identify the APPROXIMATE place at         
which teachers should be in their instruction. Individual pace  
MAY VARY based on student data. 
http://www.buffaloschools.org/files/117603/math%u20pacing%20
guide%20k-6%202017-18.pdf 
· Curriculum Maps have been created, by the Curriculum         
Committee, that outline an approximate date range in which each          
Module is to be taught. 
· Renaissance STAR math has been rolled out and is now being            
implemented in all schools, in grades K through 4. 
· The Board of Regents approved the proposed revisions to the           
current Math Standards and as a result we will implement new           
and improved standards, The New York State Next Generation         
Mathematics Learning Standards, in the 2020 school year.        
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nys-next-generation-m
athematics-p-12-standards.pdf 
·  June 2017 concluded a three year MSP-Math grant. Some of 
the teacher created resources are now available on the website 
for all to use. 
http://www.buffaloschools.org/MathDept.cfm?subpage=130656 
· A new course was added for use at the High School level,             
Principles of Algebra and Geometry. This course is designed for          
students who passed the Algebra I course and passed the          
Algebra I Regents exam, but with a score of less than 80%. 
 

6w¢z¥¨Yx¨ ,Y¨f¦ 
 

 
November 1 

BPO Youth Concert series Grade 4 
Kleinhans 10:15am, 1:00  

J. Schwanz 
 

November 3  
=n¨f¥Yb± *zYbmf¦ >ff¨nxl 

(8:15-3:30@BPDTC) J. Byrnes  
  

            November 6  

H¥fÝ< H,  
(8:15-3:30 @ #99) J. Sipes  

 
             November 8    

.vfwfx¨Y¥± H¥nxbn¢Yv¦ >¨lÎ 
(9:30 – 1:30 @ #93)  

*  
BPO Youth Concert series Grade 5 

Kleinhans 10:15 am, 1:00 
J. Schwanz 

* 
Fast Forward 

(8:15-3:30@ BPDTC) R. Tate 
 

November 9 
BPO Youth Concert series Grade 
6 Kleinhans 10:15 am, 1:00 

J. Schwanz 
 

November 13  
Instructional and Math Coaches Mtg. 

( 8:15-3:30 @187) 
J. Wagstaff 

é  
Instructional Technology  Coaches Mtg. 

( 8:15-3:30 @187) 
S. Edwards 

é  
November 14  

Kzz ̈ *Y©¦f MfYw !  
(8:15-3:30@ #99) 

 F.Morrell  
 

November 15  
Kzz ̈ *Y©¦f MfYw ) 

(8:15-3:30@#99) 
 F.  Morrell  

 

 

http://www.buffaloschools.org/files/117603/math%20pacing%20guide%20k-6%202017-18.pdf
http://www.buffaloschools.org/files/117603/math%20pacing%20guide%20k-6%202017-18.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nys-next-generation-mathematics-p-12-standards.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nys-next-generation-mathematics-p-12-standards.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nys-next-generation-mathematics-p-12-standards.pdf
http://www.buffaloschools.org/MathDept.cfm?subpage=130656
http://www.buffaloschools.org/MathDept.cfm?subpage=130656
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Just as a reminder… 
 
· The NYS Math Modules are the approved district curriculum          
resource for instruction. 
· Finish Line consumable books were again provided in grade          
one through Algebra I, for use during intervention and enrichment          
time. 
· There are assessment maps attached to each DBA, detailing          
the information. 
· There are suggested parent resources in the Parent tab on the            
Mathematics website. 
· Professional Development artifacts for mathematics are       
available in Schoology. 
· Teacher Roles & Responsibilities documents are available on         
the Math Department website    
http://www.buffaloschools.org/MathDept.cfm?subpage=130656 
o   Academic Intervention Teacher (AIS) 
o   Support Mathematics Teacher (SMT) 
o   Mathematics Coach (MC) 
o   Instructional Coach (IC) 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 16  
Kzz ̈ *Y©¦f MfYw * 

(8:15-3:30@#99) 
 F. Morrell  

* 
ML=6 

Session Three 
(8:30-3:00 @ #99) Cunningham  
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LfbzxdY¥± H¥nxbn¢Yv¦ >¨lÎ 
(8:30 – 12:30 @#187) 

 S Cimato  
* 

M¥Y©wY 6xkz¥wfd *Y¥f āÝĂ 4¥z©¢ ! 
(8:15- 3:30@BPDTC) 

N. Bycina  
 

November 20 
H¥fÝ< H, 

(8:15-3:30 @ #99) J. Sipes  
 

           November 21  
L¨©dfx ̈ =fYdf¥¦mn¢ .vfwÎ 

(8:15-3:30@BPDTC) 
 N. Bycina  

* 
=fYd .®Yv©Y¨z¥ *f¥¨nknbY¨nzx M¥Ynxnxl 

(Initial) (8:15-3:30@BPDTC) 
 L Samulski  
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K5* *zYbmf¦ >ff¨nxl 
(8:15-3:25@BPDTC)  

H. Dickinson 
    *  

L©¢¢z¥ ̈ >Y¨m MfYbmf¥ >ff¨nxl 
(8:15-3:30@#187) 

 J. Wagstaff  
 

November 28 
*=KM Ć ð ć .=!  

(8:15-3:30@BPDTC)  
F. Morrell  

* 
K5* L. Þ H,  

(8:15-3:30 @ BPDTC) 
 H. Dickinson 

* 
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 L. Samulski  

 

http://www.buffaloschools.org/MathDept.cfm?subpage=130656
http://www.buffaloschools.org/MathDept.cfm?subpage=130656
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*=KM Ć ð ć .=! 

(8:15-3:30@BPDTC)  
F. Morrell  

* 
K5* L. Þ H, 

(8:15-3:30 @ BPDTC) 
 H. Dickinson  

* 
Kfd©bnxl ¨mf Kn¦u Þ 5L 5fYv¨m .d 

Teachers (8:15 - 3:30 @ 187)  

November 30 
*=KM Ć ð ć .=! 

(8:15-3:30@BPDTC)  
F. Morrell  

* 
K5* L. Þ H, 

(8:15-3:30 @ BPDTC) 
 H. Dickinson 

* 
Kfd©bnxl ¨mf Kn¦u Þ 5L 5fYv¨m .d 

Teachers (8:15 - 3:30 @ 187) 
  

 
 

Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Teaching 
 
by CLRT Coordinator, Mrs. JoAnna Wingo 

 
During the month long celebration of National Hispanic Heritage, September 15 through October 15, we proudly                 

recognized the significant contributions and invaluable influence that Hispanic and Latino Americans made to the               
United States. This was also an opportunity for us to share and celebrate in the rich customs, heritage, and culture of                     
the Hispanic community. The term Hispanic or Latino refers to peoples of Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or                   
other Spanish speaking culture or origin regardless of race. Today, 55 million people, or 17% of the American                  
population, are of Hispanic or Latino origin. 
 
Hispanic Heritage Month began in 1968 on September 15, the anniversary of the independence of five Latin American                  
countries- Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Mexico, Chile, and Belize also celebrate their                
independence days during this period. (https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.org). 

 
I am proud to say this celebration is not lost in Buffalo. Several             
organizations and community members came together to join and         
support the Hispanic Heritage Council third annual, month long kick off           
at the Erie County Library located in downtown Buffalo on September           
15th. The Division of CAI was honored to celebrate Hispanic Heritage           
month with members of the Hispanic Heritage Council of Western New           
York at the Buffalo Central Library, to honor and pay tribute to our rich              
Latino cultural heritage and contributions. Featured in the photo to the           
left is Mr. Casimiro Rodriguez, President of the Hispanic Heritage          

 

https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.org/
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Council, Dr. David Mauricio, Chief of Innovation and Alignment, Councilman Ulysees O. Wingo, and our very own Art                  
Supervisor, Michele Agosto , who is a Director at the Hispanic Heritage Council and a host of the “Sin Fronteras” radio                     
show which is a media platform for acculturated Hispanics in WNY & Buffalo's Community.  
 
It is important to remember as we continue to educate our scholars in the “My Brother’s Keeper” and “Our Story”                     

programs that we must recognize and appreciate the shoulders we stand on, work together to build our community,                  
and embrace diversity. 
 
Through the Our Story and My Brother’s Keeper after school programs, we aim to focus on the heritage of Hispanic                    
and Latino culture beginning with the Taino linguistic and agricultural influences to current civil rights and social                 
justice contributions- not only in the month of October, but throughout the entire school year. 
 
If you are ever on Niagara Street near Jersey Street, check out the beautiful artwork displayed on our front page                    
illustration above. With the assistance of the Hispanic Heritage Council, Albright- Knox Art Gallery’s Public Art                
Initiative, and community leaders/volunteers, the beautiful tapestry known as Avenida San Juan honors The City’s               
Hispanic heritage. The mural was created by Betsy Casanas which highlights the positive aspects of Latino culture,                 
heritage, and the neighborhood’s Latino identity. 

 
 

Math Department 
by: JaDawn Wagstaff, Director and Dalphne Bell, Supervisor 

  
In recognition of Hispanic Heritage Month, and in 
alignment with our district's initiative to infuse 
culturally responsive practices whenever 
possible, we would like to highlight: 

 Concha Gómez:  
A Math Guru for Women and Minorities 

 
Before finishing her Ph.D. in math at the 
University of California, Berkeley (UCB), 

Concha Gómez (pictured left) envisioned her 
dream job: "I would be in a large research 
university and teach math and be around 

mathematicians. But my job would be to focus 
on students of color in science." Five years later, 

that's precisely her role at the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison (UWM). Gómez is not only 

Early Childhood & Elementary 
Ed. Department  
 By: Jessica Sipes, Supervisor and Nicole Bailey, 
Project Administrator 
 
As Early Childhood and Elementary Education      
providers, we are responsible for the      
implementation and fidelity to a curriculum that is        
culturally competent. Providing a foundational     
understanding, training, and ongoing support is      
essential to those who are carrying out our        
culturally and linguistically responsive curriculum     
on a daily basis. 
  
In this month's newsletter, we spotlight our       
Pre-Kindergarten reading curriculum, Big Day for      
Pre-K. Big Day for Pre-K is a comprehensive        
curriculum in which all students are exposed to        
high quality Latino stories and characters.      
Favorites books of our Pre-Kindergarten students      
from the Big Day for Pre-K series include the         
books; Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto and        
Carlo Likes Counting by Jessica Spanyol.      
Additionally, Big Day for Pre-K directly supports       

 

http://www.math.wisc.edu/~gomez/
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a math teacher, she supports and helps retain 
underrepresented minority students in science, 

math, and engineering as director of the 
Wisconsin Emerging Scholars (WES) 

program. As a Latina mathematician, Gómez is, 
without question, a rare find, but one who is 

committed to helping others follow in her 
footsteps. 

  
Francisco, Edna.  (2005, May 13).  Concha 

G·mez: A Math Guru for Women and Minorities. 
Retrieved from 

http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2005/05/con
cha-g-mez-math-guru-women-and-minorities 

 
In addition, here are a few resources to support 
your infusion of Hispanic culture and history into 
your classroom and possibly into your 
instruction: 
 
* Latinos and Mathematics by Dr. Luis 
Ortiz-Franco 
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/depts-c/mc-me/be-hi-m
a.pdf 
 
* Latin@s and Hispanics in Mathematical 
Sciences http://lathisms.org/ 
 
* Famous Hispanic Mathematicians 
by lusi altan 
https://prezi.com/mptbwyiqmrm4/famous-hispani
c-mathematicians/ 
 
It is our expectation that every teacher of 
mathematics accept the challenge of Jaime 
Escalante, where  
“One teacher” in “one class proved to America  
that if given the opportunity anybody can….. 
Stand and Deliver” 

the education of our Latino students by providing        
access to the entire curriculum, including all       
stories, family letters, and wall hangings, in       
Spanish. 
  

   

  

In conjunction with the My Brother’s Keeper       
Grant, we prepare parenting courses geared      
towards pregnant and parenting Latino teens      
within BPS. We acknowledge the need to be        
sensitive to the nature of diversity which resides        
greatly in our communities and we are supportive        
and receptive to the needs of our students. For         
example, we infuse traditional Latino practices;      
such as highlighting family interdependence. 
 
For more information or to experience one of our         
classes, please visit!  
 
http://www.buffaloschools.org/files/124425/catalo
g%2010-22.pdf 
 
 
 

 

http://www.math.wisc.edu/~wes/
http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2005/05/concha-g-mez-math-guru-women-and-minorities
http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2005/05/concha-g-mez-math-guru-women-and-minorities
http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2005/05/concha-g-mez-math-guru-women-and-minorities
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/depts-c/mc-me/be-hi-ma.pdf
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/depts-c/mc-me/be-hi-ma.pdf
http://lathisms.org/
https://prezi.com/mptbwyiqmrm4/famous-hispanic-mathematicians/
https://prezi.com/mptbwyiqmrm4/famous-hispanic-mathematicians/
http://www.buffaloschools.org/files/124425/catalog%2010-22.pdf
http://www.buffaloschools.org/files/124425/catalog%2010-22.pdf



